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Health Care Considerations for Working Dogs
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Health Care: General Care
Veterinary Health Checkups
Veterinary Health Checkups
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Daily Health Checks
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1 TPR = Temperature, Pulse, Respiration Rate.

TABLE 3-4-1: Canine Vital Signs

Function Normal Measure Other Signs of Health Problems

Respiration 10–30/min Chest rise 
(count for 15 
seconds x 4= 
respirations 
per minute

Panting can 
reach nearly 
100/minute

◆ Neck extended, unwill-
ing to lie down, labored 
breathing

◆ Restrictive: increased 
rate, decreased depth 
(pain, compromise of 
lower respiratory tract)

◆ Obstructive: normal-to- 
increased rate, 
increased depth. 
Obstructed airways, 
swelling, snake bite, 
neck trauma

Heart Rate 70–160/min 
(size of dog 
influences 
rate)

Pulse points 
Direct car-
diac Femoral 
Digital

Some  devia-
tion from a 
normal heart-
beat can be 
expected in 
athletic dogs

◆ Comparing pulse at 
each point may indi-
cate where problems 
are occurring.

Temperature 99°F–102°F Rectal ther-
mometer

Aural ther-
mometers are 
not accurate

◆ High: heat stroke, fever

◆ Low: unable to ther-
moregulate; shock, 
infection
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Health Care: General Care
Daily Health Checks
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Health Care: General Care
Daily Health Checks
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TABLE 3-4-2: Daily Health Check

Check the dog’s: The following could be symptoms of illness or injury:

Eyes: Illnesses are fre-
quently accompanied by 
changes in the eyes and 
many illnesses affect only 
the eyes. Usually, a dog’s 
eyes are bright and clear 
and the surrounding mem-
branes are a healthy pink.

◆ Red or yellow color of the membranes and white part of the eyes

◆ Paleness of the membranes

◆ White or yellow discharges

◆ Cloudiness or other discolorations of the clear part of the eyes 
(cornea)

◆ Puffy eyelids

◆ Eyelid partially or completely closed

◆ Nictitating membrane* that covers more of the eyeball than usual

*The nictitating membrane, or third eyelid, is the small, 
wedge-shaped membrane at the inner corner of the eyes. Usually, 
this membrane covers only a small part of the eye.

Nose: The black pad at 
the end of a dog’s nose is 
usually shiny and moist.

◆ The black pad is persistently dry, dull, and warm

◆ Watery, yellowish, or red-tinged discharge

◆ Sneezing

◆ Snorting

◆ Pawing at the nose

Ears: The external portion 
of the ear is called the 
flap. The vertical ear canal 
extends down in the 
earflap to the opening of 
the horizontal ear canal 
that leads to the inner ear. 
A small amount of brown-
ish wax in the vertical 
canal is normal.

(continued on next page)

◆ Reddish, discoloration of the ear canal 

◆ Swelling of the ear canal

◆ Unpleasant odor coming from the ear canal

◆ Shaking of the head, holding the earflap down, holding the head 
to one side, twitching the ear, scratching or pawing at the ear

◆ Evidence of pain when the ear is touched

◆ Large amount of wax in the ear canal*

*CAUTION: Never probe into the ear canal. You can remove dirt and 
wax from the inner part of the earflap. Have the veterinarian check 
the ears even when they appear to only need cleaning.

NOTE: See Cleaning the Ears in the Grooming section.

Mouth: In the dog’s 
mouth, gums, and inner 
lips should be a healthy 
pink. Teeth should be firm 
and white. Brush teeth as 
recommended by a veteri-
narian.

◆ Paleness or discoloration of gums

◆ Sores on gums

◆ Persistent drooling

◆ Bloody saliva

◆ Gagging or pawing at the mouth

◆ Bad breath, or worse than usual

◆ Loose and broken teeth

◆ Tartar accumulations on the teeth

◆ Objects lodged between the teeth or in roof of mouth
3-4-4 National Detector Dog Manual 05/2003-01
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Health Care: General Care
Daily Health Checks
Coat and skin: A well-fed 
and groomed dog usually 
has a glossy coat and skin 
that is soft and pliable. 
Note that the coat can 
change appearance with 
climate and season. The 
undercoat is thicker in 
cold weather and sheds in 
hot weather.

◆ Reddening

◆ Scabbing

◆ Moist discharges

◆ Scratching

◆ Abnormal shedding

◆ Loss of hair in spots

◆ Dryness

◆ Loss of pliability

◆ Presence of fleas or ticks

Feet and legs: Foot pads 
should be free of foreign 
objects, cuts, bruises, 
and abrasions.

(continued on next page)

◆ Foreign objects, cuts and bruises, and abrasion of the pads

◆ Long, broken, or split nails (nails should not touch the ground 
when the dog stands)

◆ Loosely attached dewclaws should be removed by a veterinarian

◆ Long nails on dewclaws (nails should not curl around to the pad)

◆ Lameness

◆ Wounds, swelling, or sores on legs

◆ Inflamed elbow callus

Genital area: In a male 
dog, the penis is located 
in a fold of skin known as 
the prepuce or sheath. A 
small amount of green-
ish-yellow discharge at the 
end of the sheath is nor-
mal. 

In a female dog, the exter-
nal genital opening is the 
vulva. Usually, there is no 
discharge.

������

◆ Large amounts of discharge present

◆ Bleeding sheath

◆ Blood in urine (after the dog has urinated, look at the end of the 
sheath for blood)

◆ Swelling, reddening, or scabbing of the scrotum (the pouch nor-
mally containing the testicles)

◆ Frequent unproductive attempts to urinate. Quickly licks sheath 
after attempting to urinate. (Signs of urinary tract infection.)

���	�����

◆ Reddening of the vulva or the skin in the genital area

◆ Discharge

◆ Blood in urine (Watch the dog urinate to detect blood. If you 
detect blood, note if the blood was in the first portion, last por-
tion, or distributed throughout the urination.)

◆ Increased urination, beyond the ordinary

◆ Frequent unproductive attempts to urinate. Quickly licks vulva 
after attempting to urinate. (Signs of urinary tract infection.)

TABLE 3-4-2: Daily Health Check (continued)

Check the dog’s: The following could be symptoms of illness or injury:
05/2003-01 National Detector Dog Manual 3-4-5
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Health Care: General Care
Daily Health Checks
Rectum area: The open-
ing from the rectum is the 
anus. On either side of the 
rectum near the anus is a 
small sac (anal gland) that 
is a frequent source of 
trouble.

◆ Swelling or reddening of the skin in the area of the anus

◆ Biting at the rectum area or sliding along in a sitting position 
(symptom of anal glands being full or infected)

◆ Soft or watery stool

◆ Blood in the stool

◆ Worms or segments present in the stool; worm segments on hair 
around anus

◆ Difficulty or straining while eliminating waste

Body: The general appear-
ance of the dog

(continued on next page)

Females: Presence of lumps on the dog’s body. Take special care 
around teats (checking for breast cancer).

Attitude and actions: The 
dog’s attitude and actions 
are best indications of 
general health. 

◆ Undue nervousness

◆ Loss of vitality and energy

◆ Increased desire for sleep

◆ Tiredness

◆ Inattentive while working or training

◆ Changes in appetite, thirst, or breathing 

◆ Vomiting or blood in the vomit

◆ Stressed (panting excessively or circling the kennel run)

◆ Any suspicious behavior that is not typical for the specific dog

Temperature: A dog’s 
temperature is also an 
excellent indication of the 
animal’s health. Know 
your dog’s normal body 
temperature while at rest. 
Usually, a dog’s normal 
body temperature is within 
101–102 °F. 

Unusual variation in temperature. Some variation in temperature 
may be normal, such as following exercise. Take the temperature 
rectally following these directions:

1. Depending on your dog’s previous behavior, you may have to 
muzzle the dog before taking its temperature.

2. Lubricate the rectal thermometer with petroleum jelly to ease 
insertion.

3. Insert the thermometer only 1” into the rectum.
4. Hold the thermometer in the rectum for 2–3 min. before reading. 

Hold the thermometer in place while taking the temperature to 
prevent the thermometer from completely entering the rectum.

Hydration: When vomiting 
and/or diarrhea persist, a 
dog can become dehy-
drated rapidly. Also, dehy-
dration can be a sign of an 
underlying illness.

Note that it may be nor-
mal for a dog to eat grass 
and vomit one time.

◆ Skin lacks turgor or pliability (when gently pulling and releasing 
the skin above the shoulders, it should immediately return to nor-
mal)

◆ Dry mucous membranes

◆ Eyes appear sunken back in their orbits

◆ Slow capillary refill time—more than 2 seconds

◆ Rapid heartbeat of over 150 beats/minute

◆ Slow heartbeat of under 80 beats/minute

CAUTION: Dehydration is a serious condition; when symptoms are 
present, immediately take the dog to the veterinarian.

TABLE 3-4-2: Daily Health Check (continued)

Check the dog’s: The following could be symptoms of illness or injury:
3-4-6 National Detector Dog Manual 05/2003-01
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Health Care: General Care
Monitoring the Health of the Kennel Environment
Monitoring the Health of the Kennel Environment
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Maintaining Peak Performance through Nutrition and Conditioning

Nutrition

What Food to 
Use

�������
���
�		��
���
���������
 
��
���
&�
����
����
��
���
��	����


������������
	�������
���
���������
��	����

When to Feed 2	��
����
&�
���
��
�����
	���
��
�
19'
	��
����	��
�!�����	��
���

�
��
�
�������
��
�����
��
�������&��
&�
�
������������
�	�
�������


����	����
)�����
*�������
�
	���
��������
�
�	�����
�������
��
������

Develop and 
Maintain a 
Feeding 
Schedule
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Health Care: General Care
Maintaining Peak Performance through Nutrition and Conditioning
Conditioning
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Weight Management
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Important

To maintain its health and welfare, the dog must have a scheduled 24-hour day 
off each week.
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness

�������
�������������������������������������������������������

����
����
������������
���������������������������� ����������

�������!�����������
������������������
����
��������
��������������

2	
�	�
����
�����������
���
	��
����������
�������
0����������
���

��&������
�
&�������
����
���
�����
��	&����
���

-	����
���
	�
��


	����
��������
2	
5* 
����
�����������
���

��
&	���
	�
�����



 
���
�����
���
������
���������
������
���
	�
���
�	��
����	��

��	&�����

Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
)�����
*�������
�
	���
&�
�����
	�
�����	��
	�
�������
�
��
�	���


���
�
��������
������
	�
�
�
�	�����
��	��������
	�
�
���
�	���


3���������
��������

��
��������
�	�
�	��
	�
�
�
���������
�������	��


��������
�
��
������
�	��
"������
���
��������
��
�
�
���
	�
�
�

�
�����
�	�
���������	��
	�
�
���%�

	�����
�	��
���
��&-���
�	
	�
��


��������
�
��
�������
�
�
�������	�
	�
�
�������������
+�
��������
�


)�����
*������
�
	���
&�
�����
	�
�����	��
�
��
��	&�&��
������
�
��

�
�
�	�
�����
�
�
��������
	�
�
�������������
�����
�������	�
���


���������
	�
��
�������
���
�����
���
��������
	�
���
�������
�
�	��


����	��
�	�����	�
��	�
�����	�����

 
�
��&���
&��	�
����
�������
�	��	�
�����	��
)�����
*�������
���


���	������
���
������
�
�
)�����
*������
��
�����������
��
�
�

�	�����	�
��������
�
����������
�	��������	��
2����

����

�
����
���


�
�
&���
���
�	
������
�����	��
������
2����

����

�
����
����
���	



���
���

)�����
*������
����&����
�
�
?�	����@
�	�

��
	�

��
�	��
�	

�
��
�������	��
��	�
�	����
����
&�
���������
+�
�
�
�����
����
	�
���


�&�	�������
�
)�����
*������
�
	���
&����
�	���������
�
�
�	�����	��


 
�
)�����
*������
���
�������
��
����
�
�
�������������
	�
�����	���


���
���������
&�
��	������
�������
�����
	�
���	�����	�
�	
�
�

�������������

4	��	����
���
�
��������
	�
���	�����	�
�
��
���
&�

������
�	
�
�

)�����
*������
�	�
	���������
���	�����	�
�	�
�
�
�������������
 
���


�����
���
&�
�
	�	�	����
�	�
������
����
05/2003-01 National Detector Dog Manual 3-4-9
PPQ



Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
TABLE 3-4-3: Health Abnormality Checklist

What is the abnormality?  (Describe, do NOT Pre-
scribe)

When did you first notice it?

Does the abnormality occur at any particular time 
(e.g., after meals?  At night?)

How many times has it occurred?

Did any unusual events or situations precede the 
condition?

Has anything changed in the dog’s environment?

Does the condition occur in any particular setting?

TABLE 3-4-4: Symptom Checklist

Attitude ❐ Normal ❐ Depressed

❐ Lethargic

❐ Restless

Observations and Notes

Appetite ❐ Normal ❐ Increased

❐ Decreased

❐ Unnatural

Thirst ❐ Normal ❐ Increased

❐ Decreased

Bowels ❐ Normal ❐ Soft, formed

❐ Soft, unformed

❐ Watery

❐ Other

Urination ❐ Normal ❐ Increased

❐ Decreased

Breathing ❐ Normal ❐ Labored

❐ Wheezy

Coughing ❐ No ❐ Dry

❐ Wet

❐ Hacking

❐ Retching

Vomiting ❐ No Frequency _______

Duration _________
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Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
TABLE 3-4-5: Determining Action to Take on Sudden Changes in Your 
Dog’s Appetite

If your dog’s 
appetite:

And you also 
observe:

The cause
MAY be:

Action

If: Then:

Increases ◆ Weight gain

◆ Normal Elimina-
tion

◆ Change in diet Decrease 
amount of food 
by 1/4 cup 
increments, 
weekly, to con-
trol weight.

◆ Increased water 
consumption

◆ Hair loss

◆ “Potbellied” 
appearance

◆ Poor wound heal-
ing

◆ Cushing’s Dis-
ease

◆ Pancreatic Dis-
ease

Call veterinarian 
to request labo-
ratory tests.

◆ Weight loss

◆ Increased water 
consumption

◆ Breath smelling 
of “nail polish”

◆ Vomiting

◆ Diabetes
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
Decreases ◆ No vomiting or 
other symptoms

◆ Change in diet Weight 
loss is 
undesired

Return to previ-
ous diet

Weight 
loss is 
desired

Make sure 
weight loss 
does not 
exceed 2–4% of 
body wt./week

◆ Excessive yawn-
ing

◆ Stereotyped 
scratching

◆ Whole body 
shaking

◆ Excessive lick-
ing or self-mutila-
tion

◆ Stress 1. Try to 
remove or 
reduce any 
stressors 
from dog’s 
environment.

2. Examine 
whether 
dog’s social 
needs are 
being met.

3. Provide 
increased 
amount of 
exercise.

4. Provide 
stress-relief 
toys.

◆ Drooling

◆ Excessive sali-
vating

◆ Scratching face 
with paws

◆ Foul-smelling 
breath

◆ Dental prob-
lems

◆ Poisoning

◆ Obstruction

1. Examine 
teeth for 
signs of 
infection or 
abscess.

2. If you 
suspect 
poisoning, 
try to 
determine 
type and call 
poison 
control 
(888-426-
4435).

3. Call a 
veterinarian.

TABLE 3-4-5: Determining Action to Take on Sudden Changes in Your 
Dog’s Appetite (continued)

If your dog’s 
appetite:

And you also 
observe:

The cause
MAY be:

Action

If: Then:
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
Decreases ◆ Lethargy

◆ Excessive or 
unnatural fatigue

◆ Fever, unknown 
origin

Tempera-
ture is 
over 
104°F

Call veterinarian 
immediately.

Tempera-
ture is 
within nor-
mal range

Watch closely 
for 12–24 hours 
and discuss 
with veterinar-
ian

◆ Drooling

◆ Vomiting

◆ Burping

◆ Lethargy

◆ Gastrointesti-
nal upset, 
unknown origin

◆ Unnatural food

◆ Food allergies

Tempera-
ture is 
over 
104°F

Call veterinarian 
immediately

Tempera-
ture is 
within nor-
mal range

Watch closely 
for 12–24 hours 
and discuss 
with veterinar-
ian

Is unnatural The dog is eating

◆ Feces

◆ Stones

◆ Dirt

◆ Other non-food 
items

◆ Boredom

◆ Nutritional 
stress

1. Enrich kennel 
environment.

2. Provide 
stress-relief 
toys.

3. Consult 
veterinarian 
concerning 
diet.

4. If dog is 
eating feces, 
add formula 
containing 
papain to 
feed (e.g., 
“Forbid,” 
“Deter,” 
Adolph’s 
meat 
tenderizer).

Is other than 
above

◆ Various signs ◆ Other If in doubt, call 
your veterinar-
ian!

Important

Whenever you are in doubt about your dog’s health, call your veterinarian.

TABLE 3-4-5: Determining Action to Take on Sudden Changes in Your 
Dog’s Appetite (continued)

If your dog’s 
appetite:

And you also 
observe:

The cause
MAY be:

Action

If: Then:
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
TABLE 3-4-6: Determining Action to Take on Coughing (Including Wheezing, 
Sneezing, and “Reverse Sneezing”)

If your dog’s 
cough is:

And is
accompanied by:

The cause
MAY be:

Action:

If: Then:

Dry, persistent ◆ Labored breath-
ing

◆ Retching

Internal parasites Contact a veteri-
narian for labo-
ratory tests

Dry, occurs 
after a meal or 
chewing on 
rawhide or 
other object

◆ Refusal to eat

◆ Restlessness

◆ Excessive saliva

Obstruction Cough per-
sists for 5 
minutes or 
more

Call a veterinar-
ian

Cough 
lasts less 
than 5 
minutes

Watch dog care-
fully for recur-
rence or other 
signs of illness

Dry, harsh, 
high-pitched 
(may be acti-
vated by gen-
tly 
compressing 
front of dog’s 
throat)

◆ Sudden out-
burst of hack-
ing, forceful 
coughs

◆ Retching

◆ Foamy mucous

◆ Gagging at end 
of coughing bout

Kennel cough 1. Quarantine 
dog 
immediately!

2. Contact 
veterinarian 
for 
diagnosis.

Note: Even if 
dog has been 
immunized for 
common Borda-
tella sp., it may 
be infected by 
different or 
resistant spe-
cies.

Painful (may be 
activated by 
tapping dog’s 
chest)

◆ Weak cough

◆ Labored breath-
ing

◆ Nasal discharge

◆ Depression

◆ Fever

◆ Stretched neck

◆ Inability to lie 
down

Pneumonia Contact veteri-
narian immedi-
ately!

Low-pitched 
cough, more 
common at 
night or in 
morning

◆ Mucous

◆ White or bubbly 
sputum

◆ Weakness

◆ Dog may stand 
with legs spread, 
head down, 
while coughing

◆ Heart disease

◆ Congestion due 
to liquid in 
chest

Cough per-
sists for 
24 hours 
or more

Call a veterinar-
ian.

Cough 
lasts less 
than 24 
hours

Watch dog care-
fully for other 
signs of illness.
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
Wet ◆ Long periods of 
coughing

◆ Whistling noises 
while breathing

◆ Fever may or 
may not be 
present

◆ Allergies

◆ Bronchitis

◆ Obstruction

Fever is 
present 
for 24 
hours or 
more

Call a veterinar-
ian

Fever 
lasts less 
than 24 
hours, but 
the cough 
persists 
for 24 
hours or 
more

Call a veterinar-
ian

Fever 
lasts less 
than 24 
hours, and 
the cough 
lasts less 
than 24 
hours

Watch dog care-
fully for recur-
rence or other 
signs of illness

Wheezing Evidence that the 
dog has been bitten 
by an insect or 
exposed to fumes

◆ Bronchiocon-
striction

◆ Allergic reaction

◆ Congestive 
heart failure

Take dog to a 
veterinarian 
immediately!

Sneezing 
(chronic)

◆ Noisy breathing

◆ Nasal discharge 
with foul odor

◆ Bloody nasal dis-
charge

◆ Plugged nostrils

◆ Rhinitis

◆ Bacterial infec-
tion

Cough per-
sists for 
24 hours 
or more

Call a veterinar-
ian

Cough 
lasts less 
than 24 
hours

Watch dog care-
fully for other 
signs of illness

TABLE 3-4-6: Determining Action to Take on Coughing (Including Wheezing, 
Sneezing, and “Reverse Sneezing”) (continued)

If your dog’s 
cough is:

And is
accompanied by:

The cause
MAY be:

Action:

If: Then:
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
Reverse sneez-
ing

◆ Loud, snorting 
noise through 
nose

◆ Attempts to 
“clear back of 
throat”

◆ Allergies

◆ Post-nasal drip

◆ Sensitive throat

◆ Compression of 
throat

1. Usually no 
further 
action 
needed, but 
vet may 
check dog’s 
throat to rule 
out trauma.

2. Cover dog’s 
nose and 
mouth, 
speak 
calmly, rub 
its neck, 
release 
immediately 
on cessation 
of distress.

Is other than 
above

◆ Various signs ◆ Other If in doubt, call 
your veterinar-
ian!

Important

Whenever you are in doubt about your dog’s health, call your veterinarian.

TABLE 3-4-7: Diarrhea and Bowel Movement Irregularities

Area Affected Consistency Color Frequency Other Symptoms

Small bowel Watery (rapid 
evacuation)

Yellow or 
greenish

3–4 times per 
day

Weight loss

Pasty Light

Greasy, large, 
rancid-smelling

Gray 3–4 times per 
day

Vomiting (except 
colitis)

Tarry Black

Large bowel Mucousy Bright blood Several, small, 
per hour

Normal appetite, 
No weight loss

Pancreas Dry, pasty White Vomiting, diarrhea

TABLE 3-4-6: Determining Action to Take on Coughing (Including Wheezing, 
Sneezing, and “Reverse Sneezing”) (continued)

If your dog’s 
cough is:

And is
accompanied by:

The cause
MAY be:

Action:

If: Then:
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Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
Vomiting
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TABLE 3-4-8: Determining Action to Take for Diarrhea and Bowel Movement 
Irregularities

If: And: And: The cause MAY be: Action:

◆ The stool is 
very loose

◆ The stool 
contains 
bright blood

◆ The stool 
contains 
slimy 
mucous

◆ Diarrhea 
alternates 
with consti-
pation

The dog 
crouches for-
ward or strains

◆ Colitis

◆ Stress-
induced

◆ Growths in intes-
tinal tract

Contact veteri-
narian for 
assessment 
and possible 
diet adjust-
ment

The stool:

◆ Is loose to 
watery

◆ Contains no 
blood

◆ Contains no 
mucous

◆ Is foamy

The condition 
lasts 24 hours 
or longer

You observe 
no remarkable 
symptoms

◆ Gastroenteritis

◆ Parasites

◆ Bacterial infec-
tion

Consult a vet-
erinarian

The condition 
lasts less than 
24 hours

You observe 
no remarkable 
symptoms

Diet inconsistency Allow digestive 
system to rest 
by withholding 
food or feed-
ing bland diet 
for 24 hours

◆ The stool is 
loose to 
watery

◆ Loose 
stools alter-
nate with 
solid

The condition’s 
length is vari-
able, but 
chronic

◆ The stool 
often con-
tains blood 
or mucous

◆ Bowel move-
ments may 
be explosive

Giardia sp. (a proto-
zoan)

Request test-
ing by a veteri-
narian

You observe 
no bowel 
movement, but 
thick mucous 
is present in 
dog’s rectum

The dog exhib-
its:

◆ Vomiting

◆ Lack of 
appetite

◆ Lethargy

◆ Fever

The dog 
attempts to 
defecate in a 
hunched-up 
stance

Blockage of bowel Contact a vet-
erinarian 
immediately
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Health Care: General Care
Recognizing Symptoms of Illness
TABLE 3-4-9: Determining Action to Take for Vomiting

If vomiting 
is:

And you 
observe:

And you also 
observe:

The cause 
MAY be:

Action

If: Then:

Acute (one 
to several 
times)

◆ Depression

◆ Decreased 
appetite

◆ Dehydration

◆ Drooling

◆ Whining

◆ Trembling

◆ Spoiled 
food

◆ Grass 
eating

◆ Over-
eating

Fever is 
absent

1. Withhold food 
for 24 hours

2. Watch dog for 
other signs of 
illness

3. Perform skin 
turgor test

Fever is 
present

1. Note what the 
dog vomits

2. Consult with 
veterinarian if 
vomiting 
continues

◆ Yawning

◆ Shaking

◆ Pacing

◆ Eye-rolling

◆ Diarrhea

Stress Fever is 
absent

1. Withhold food 
for 24 hours

2. Watch dog for 
other signs of 
illness

3. Perform skin 
turgor test

Fever is 
present

1. Note what the 
dog vomits

2. Consult with 
veterinarian if 
vomiting 
continues

Vomitus con-
tains blood 
or mucous

◆ Gastro-
intesti-
nal dis-
ease

◆ Foreign 
object

◆ Other, 
serious 
condi-
tions

Call veterinarian 
immediately!

Acute (pro-
jectile)

◆ Difficulty 
defecating

◆ Abdominal 
distress

◆ Possible 
respiratory 
distress

Blockage of 
upper gas-
trointesti-
nal tract
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Chronic ◆ Depression

◆ Dehydration

◆ Drooling

◆ Whining

◆ Trembling

◆ Poor appe-
tite

◆ Listless-
ness

◆ Vomiting 
not asso-
ciated 
with 
meals

◆ No contin-
uous 
occur-
rence of 
symptoms

◆ Internal 
disorder 
(organ 
involve-
ment)

◆ Diabe-
tes

◆ Heavy 
parasite 
load

Call veterinarian 
for checkup and 
laboratory work

Dry heaves ◆ Restless-
ness

◆ Excessive 
drooling

◆ Depression

◆ Shock

Hard, dis-
tended abdo-
men

Gastric 
dilatation 
volvulus 
(torsion, 
bloat)

1. Take dog to 
veterinarian 
immediately.

2. Administer first 
aid en route 
(see ).

You have approxi-
mately 20 min-
utes from the 
onset of the mild 
symptoms before 
this condition 
results in death!

Other Various symp-
toms

Other If in doubt, call 
your veterinarian!

Important

Whenever you are in doubt about your dog’s health, call your veterinarian.

TABLE 3-4-9: Determining Action to Take for Vomiting (continued)

If vomiting 
is:

And you 
observe:

And you also 
observe:

The cause 
MAY be:

Action

If: Then:
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Health Care: General Care
Immunization Schedule
Other Abnormal Behaviors
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Health Care: General Care
Other Medical Considerations
Other Medical Considerations
0	��
�����
���
�����
�
����	����
��������
��
	�����	��
�����������

�	�
���
	�
�	��
	�	���
2����
���������
��	��
�	

���
�
��
������
���


����	����
�	��
����&�	�����
���
������
�����
���������
���������

Administering Medication
 
���
����
&�
�����
�
��
�
������������
�������&��
����������
��������


	�
��������	�
�	�
�
����
	�
��-����
�	��
)�����
*�������
���
����	���&��


�	�
�������������
���
�����
	�
��������	�
�	
�
���
�	���
 
�
��������

���
&�
�
�������
	�
��&����
�������
	��������
	�
��	���

4	��	����
���
�������	��
�	�
�������������
���������
�����
	�
���������

4	�
�������
�����
���
���
���������
�����
�����
�	
�
�
���	�����	�


&�
���
�
�
�����
��&�

Capsules, Tablets or Liquids
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Steps for 
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Capsules or 
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Do not give oral medications or any liquids if the dog is unconscious or cannot 
swallow.

FIGURE 3-4-1: Placement of Hand Over the Dog’s Muzzle
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Health Care: General Care
Administering Medication
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FIGURE 3-4-2: How to Administer Capsules or Tablets

FIGURE 3-4-3: Stroking the Dog’s Throat to Facilitate Swallowing Medicine

Use extreme caution when giving an oily liquid.
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Health Care: General Care
Administering Medication
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Eye Ointment and Eye Drops
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FIGURE 3-4-4: Positioning of a Medicine Dropper or Syringe to Administer Liquids
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Health Care: General Care
Administering Medication
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FIGURE 3-4-5: How to Hold Dog’s Head While Administering Eye Ointment

Important

If the ointment is thick, you may warm it under water or in your hands to make 
the ointment flow more easily.

Do not allow the tip of the tube to touch the eye or any other surface. This 
prevents accidental contamination of the medication or damage to the eye.

FIGURE 3-4-6: How to Apply Eye Ointment
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Administering Medication
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Ear Drops and Ear Ointment
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FIGURE 3-4-7: Applying Medicine to Ears

FIGURE 3-4-8: Massaging Ears
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Health Care: General Care
Selecting Veterinary Services
Selecting Veterinary Services
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